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Nollaig Shona agus Āthbhlian faoi mhaise daoibh go léir.












Extended School Clubs


The Early Bird Club will finish for the term on Tuesday 20th December. All other after school clubs will also finish for the term on Friday 9th December.


The Early Bird club will recommence for the new term on Wednesday 4th January. All other  clubs will recommence in the week beginning Monday 9th January.
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Good Attendance Fortnight


As we prepare for the Christmas Carol Service and the school productions it is important that we have good attendance. Therefore Thursday 1st December until Friday 16th December is a “Good Attendance Fortnight”.


Please try to ensure that your child/children have full attendance during this period. There will be a certificate for each child with 100% attendance and the class with the best attendance will also receive a prize.

















Holy Days


The school will be closed on Thursday 8th December for The Feast of the Immaculate Conception.


We will also close on Friday 6th January for the Feast of the Epiphany. 











Cold Weather  -  Potential school closures


Thankfully so far we have not had the  terrible weather we had last December and hopefully we will not have a repeat of it. However, in the event of  severe snow and freezing cold weather this winter St. John the Baptist PS will endeavour to remain open to provide a service for our children, our parents and our community. The only circumstances which will lead to the school closing will be a serious maintenance malfunction such as heating or electricity failure or the inability to provide school meals. We may well of course have to make some adjustments to classes etc. if some of our teachers cannot make it to school and we cannot find substitute teachers. Obviously if the weather deteriorates to such an extent to put the health and well-being of the children at risk while they are in school then we would have to close. 


We do advise, however, that if road conditions are dangerous parents and children who have to travel a distance to school  or those who are from outlying areas should  remain at home. If you contact the school we will record this in our register.


If the school playgrounds are frozen and are slippery, the children will not be allowed outdoors. This includes first thing in the morning. If your child comes to school before 8.30am he/she should attend the Early Bird Club. Children should not be in a frozen school playground before 8.30am.
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Christmas Carol Service


The annual Christmas Carol Service will be on Monday 12th December at 7.00pm in St. John the Baptist Church.


The school will be open immediately after the Carol Service to allow parents to visit their child’s/children’s classroom/s. 


The PTA have also organised a special “goodie bag” for each child which can be collected from their classroom. All the children will be involved in the Carol Service so we would appreciate a good turn out on the night.
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Christmas Parties


Usually at this time of year children bring in sweets and drinks for their class Christmas parties. Parents can easily spend £3 or £4 on sweets and there is always far too much. Each year we see sinful amounts consumed by most children and an equally alarming amount of sweets wasted.


For the last two years we asked children to bring in £2 each for their Christmas parties. From this amount the teachers bought an adequate amount of sweets and drinks for the class parties and the rest of the money went to St. Vincent de Paul. In 2009 we donated £165 to this very worthwhile local charity, while last year we donated £200. Not only did the children still have a good time, but they also had the satisfaction of knowing that their kindness helped others enjoy a better Christmas.


We think this is a more meaningful way of celebrating Christmas and would ask that each child bring in £2 for their Christmas party instead of bringing in sweets & drinks. From the amount brought in we will purchase an appropriate amount of sweets and drinks and our surplus money will go to help people who are less well off than most of us could ever imagine.














Christmas Holidays


The school will close for the Christmas holidays on Wednesday 21st December at 12 noon.


We will re-open for the new Spring term on Wednesday 4th January 2012.





(We will be closed on Friday 6th January for the Feast of the Epiphany.  A short week to start the new year and the new term!)











Know IT All


Each child will receive a leaflet from Childnet International which provides excellent advice for parents and carers on how to keep  children safe on the Internet. As many children  may be receiving presents from Santa such as mobile phones and computers which are capable of connecting to the Internet this safety guide is well worth reading. Please read it carefully and discuss it with your child.

















Please remember to support


Catherine Lyness in her fund raising efforts for the SADS charity.











Christmas Productions


The Primary 1 & 2 children will be presenting “The Sleepy Shepherd” on Wednesday 7th December at 1.15pm. This performance will take place in the school assembly hall.


The children in the Irish Medium Unit will be performing their Christmas Concert on  Friday 16th December at 11.00am. This performance will take place in the Parish Pastoral Centre.




















Our Christmas Cards should be available from 


Wednesday 7th December!














Dinner Money


It is important that all dinner money is paid up to date before the end of the term so that we can have a zero balance with the SELB for January 2012


If you have any outstanding dinner money please do your very best to have it paid before Friday 16th December.














Christmas Dinner


The school canteen will be serving Christmas Dinner on Wednesday 14th December.


There will be a half-day after the Christmas Dinner.  All the children will  be free to go home at 1.15pm.











Open Enrolment—Primary 1 Intake


Application forms  for places in Primary 1 in September 2012 will be available by the end of December. 


Completed application forms should be returned to the school by Wednesday 18th January 2012. 


Applications for admission to pre-school education (ie. Naiscoil na Banna & St. John the Baptist Nursery) should be returned to the pre-school providers by Wednesday 11th January 2012. Application forms for pre-school places will be available soon from the Naiscoil & the Nursery.


























