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Athbhliain faoi shéan is faoi mhaise daoibh

Happy New Year











SADS Appeal


Thank you to everyone who returned the Starman sponsor sheets for the SADS Appeal. £296 was collected. This, along with the money donated for our Halloween Dressing Up Day made a grand total of £632.55
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Attendance and Punctuality


Each January we ask parents to focus on improving their children’s school attendance and punctuality as educational research shows that there is a clear link between school attendance and pupil attainment.


With the support of the Education Welfare Officer we will closely monitor attendance and will issue letters to the parents of all children with less than 85% attendance.  The Education Welfare Officer has asked that parents provide a note explaining absences when a child returns to school. Any child who returns to school without a note will have the absence recorded as an Unauthorised Absence. 


We also record attendance for both morning and afternoon sessions. Children who are withdrawn fro school before the end of the school day will be marked absent for the afternoon session. Parents wishing to withdraw their child from school before home time will be required to sign the child out. A “signing out” sheet, stating the reason for withdrawal, will be available in the secretary’s office. This sheet will also be available to the Education Welfare Officer for inspection.


Children who arrive late for school will be marked “L” on the register. Any child with a“L” mark or who


is withdrawn for the afternoon session will not be eligible for a 100% attendance award.


Our aim is to improve school attendance and punctuality and thus pupil attainment. Please support us in our efforts.


As you may remember, 1st - 16th December was a “Good Attendance” fortnight. I am pleased to report that 229 children had 100% attendance during this period.


To continue our focus on good attendance February will be a “Good Attendance” month. Please do your best to ensure your child / children has 100% attendance during  February.























Spring Term Holidays


Thursday 16th & Friday 17th February  


(Mid term break)





Thursday 15th March


(Parent / Teacher Meetings)





Friday 16th  & Monday 19th March


(St. Patrick’s Day)





Easter: 


The school will close at 12 noon on Wednesday 4th April for the Easter holidays and re-open for the Summer Term on Monday 16th April.





The staff training days originally planned for Tuesday 14th & Wednesday 15th February are at this point postponed owing to industrial action. The school will now be open as normal on these days.


























Shoe Box Appeal


Thank you to everyone who donated a shoebox to the shoebox appeal. 135 shoeboxes were donated!
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New Intake for September 2012


If you have a child whose 4th birthday falls on or before 1st July 2012 he/she has reached compulsory school age and must commence primary education in September 2012. Parents of children in this age category must complete an application form and return it to the school before Wednesday 18th January if they wish their child to be considered for admission to primary schools. Application forms and our school prospectus are now available and may be collected  from the office. Should you wish to receive an application form and prospectus by post please contact Mrs Toland at 38336211.


If you know of any child who is in the compulsory school age category whose parents may not be familiar with our school, we would be grateful if you would recommend St. John the Baptist P.S as a place where children receive a broad, balanced and caring education or direct parents to our school website at www.stjohnthebaptist.org.uk .


























Miss McGuinness


As many parents will now be aware, Miss Anne McGuinness was appointed Principal of Ballylifford PS just before Christmas. She will leave St. John’s to take up her new post on 1st February 2012. 


We wish Anne every success in her new post and thank her for her twenty years dedicated  service to St. John the Baptist PS. Our loss will be Ballylifford’s gain.
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PTA Meeting -  Wednesday 11th January @ 7.30pm.  Everyone Welcome!











Thank you


Thank you to all the parents who attended our Carol Service and Open Night in December and to the parents who attended the foundation stage nativity play and the Bunscoil’s Christmas concert. Your presence helped make these occasions all the more enjoyable for the children.


All our Christmas productions will soon be available on DVD. The Christmas DVD will be on sale at a cost of £5. Please order  DVDs through the office.














Computer Games & Mobile Phones


Santa Claus has obviously been very generous this Christmas and many children have received computer games, ipods and mobile phones as presents. There may be a temptation to bring these into school. Electronic devices and mobile phones are not allowed in school and we would ask parents to ensure that they are kept at home.





On the rare occasions when it is deemed necessary for a child to bring in a mobile phone to school, the phone should be left in the school office and collected at 3.00pm.

















Milk Money


Milk will again be available to children from Wednesday 18th January. The cost for the term is £7 and should be paid in the office by Thursday 12th January at the latest to guarantee milk being ordered for your child. Following representations from the school council milk will be available to the P6 & P7 children also.











Christmas Parties


Thank you to everyone who donated to our Christmas party fund. Not only did the children have ample supplies of sweets and drinks, but our local branch of  St. Vincent de Paul  received a cheque for £263 to help with their work during the Christmas season.








 





Extended Schools


Our Extended Schools programme, including Early Birds club and all after school clubs, will be commencing again on Monday 9thJanuary.














Dates for your Diary


Confirmation P7  -  Sunday 4th March @ 3pm





Confirmation IMU - Saturday 31st March @ 3pm


(St. Patrick’s Cathedral, Armagh)





Ceremony of Light  - Sunday 26th Feb. @ 7.00pm





First Communion - Saturday 12th May @ 11.00am





First Confession  - A date to be confirmed in March (usually a Tuesday evening @ 6.30pm)





PTA Fashion Show - Friday 17th February




















Whoops a Daisy Angel  Christmas 2009











