CATHOLIC PRINCIPALS ASSOCIATION

THE CPA REPRESENTS THE VAST MAJORITY OF CATHOLIC PRINCIPALS FROM THE PRIMARY AND POST-PRIMARY SECTORS.

This weekend parents of 11 year children will be informed of the name of the school their child will be transferring to in September.
The Catholic Principals Association (CPA) extends its best wishes to all children transferring school this September, whether they sat these unregulated tests or not. However we call upon the grammar schools to abandon academic selection. Schools should not pick and choose the children they want to teach.
We regret that grammar schools continue to use unregulated transfer tests for a second year. We believe that the continuation of such high pressure testing of 11 year olds is both educationally unsound and emotionally damaging. 
We would anticipate, based on previous experience, that almost half the children hoping to attend grammar schools will be accepted without scoring an ‘A’ in their 11+. Even D grades are now enough to earn a grammar place; meaning that a child simply by putting their name on the test paper and answering no questions could be accepted as “academically suited” for some grammar schools - such is the annual charade that this process is becoming.
Mr Fintan Murphy, Chairperson of the CPA said ‘The CPA believes that the grammar schools who continue their involvement in testing should embrace the inevitable transition towards a fully inclusive education system and end the rejection of children on the grounds of ‘academic suitability’.
‘’The use of unregulated tests by Catholic schools flies in the face of advice from the Commission for Catholic Education. Indeed it also flies in the face of experience which is that there is no test capable of accurately predicting academic ability at age 10.  
Mr Murphy went on to say that “As school Principals we know that the 11+ system has over the years had an extremely adverse impact on the educational achievement and self esteem of many children. We have witnessed at first hand the huge impact that such testing has had on the emotional well-being  of children and their families, and in particular on those children who are labelled as failures, and who have carried this label throughout life. This situation has no place in any system of education which espouses a Catholic ethos of inclusion for all.”
“In the current economic climate we should focus our energies on ensuring that we have an education system fit for the 21st century; one which meets the needs of all our children. In a number of areas of N. Ireland, and widely across the world, education is provided on an inclusive basis which is more focused on meeting the needs of the community than on the ‘elite’. Our current system has for generations depended either on exporting our talents or on public service employment which has left us ill-prepared for the current economic woes – we believe the current generation of young people deserve and need better. This requires urgent change”. 
“We would therefore call on all schools to engage in a forward thinking, pupil focused agenda, rather than reliance on the maintenance of the status quo, based on self preservation. Our young people deserve better.” 

