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Farewell


St. John the Baptist P.S. said farewell to Mr Liam Dempsey at the end of the summer holidays. Liam had been on secondment to the NEELB but has now left to become principal of Gaelscoil  an tSeanchaí.


We are grateful for the dedicated service of Liam who brought much wisdom (and wit) to St. John the Baptist P.S. We are confident that he will be a great principal!
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Dates for your Diary


Halloween Dressing Up Day  Friday 28th October


Christmas Carol Service  Monday 12th December


Prize Giving Wednesday 20th June


(Key Stage 1—1.15pm)  (Key Stage 2 7.00pm)


Dates for First Confession, First Communion and Confirmation will be published as soon as they are confirmed.











Welcome Back!


St. John the Baptist P.S. extends a very warm welcome back to all our boys and girls. In particular we welcome all our new pupils. This year we have 48 new Primary 1 boys and girls and 6 new pupils for Rang 1 in our Irish Medium Unit. We also have 7 other boys and girls who are enjoying their first few days in St. John’s.


We wish all our new pupils a very happy and successful time in St. John the Baptist P.S.

















Attendance & Punctuality


This year we will continue to have a special focus on attendance and punctuality. We ask that all parents provide a note explaining all absences from school. Children who return to school without a note of explanation have their absence coded and recorded on the attendance register as an “Unexplained Absence”. This is picked up by the Education and Welfare Officer (EWO) during her monthly visits.


The EWO also requires that we write to the parents of any child whose attendance falls below 85% without a satisfactory reason. If there is no evidence of improvement a formal referral to the EWO is required and home visits will follow.


Research has shown that a major contributory factor to underachievement in school is poor or irregular attendance. It is therefore vital that children attend school every day and are on time.


Please start the school year as you mean to continue.











�





Holidays 2011 / 2012


Exceptional Closure:


Friday 16th September





Halloween:  Monday 31st October and Tuesday 1st November 





Holy Day: Thursday 8th December





Christmas:


The school will close at 12 noon on Wednesday 21st December and re-open at 9.00am on Wednesday 4th January 2012.





Holy Day: Friday 6th January





February: Tuesday 14th & Wednesday 15th  (Exceptional Closures)


Thursday 16th & Friday 17th  


(Mid term break)





Parent / Teacher Meetings:


Thursday 15th March


St. Patrick’s Day: Friday 16th & Monday 19th March





Easter:


The school will close at 12 noon on Wednesday 4th April and re-open for the summer term on Monday 16th April.





Exceptional Closure: Wednesday 25th April





Bank holidays:


Monday 7th May  


Monday 4th & Tuesday 5th June





The school will close for the summer holidays on Friday 29th June at 12 noon. We have one further exceptional closure to arrange. We will inform you of this date as soon as it is confirmed.























PTA Meeting


The first PTA meeting of the new school year will be on Wednesday 28th September at 7.30pm. 


It is important that we have a good turnout at this meeting to ensure that the PTA continues. We will be looking for a new chairperson, secretary and treasurer and deciding what activities, if any, to plan for the new year. 


The future of the PTA is in your hands! All parents are welcome to attend!
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Curriculum Nights


In our Parent Questionnaire responses some parents felt that there was not enough information on the curriculum their children were following. Each year parents receive a copy of the “Learning Plan” at the first parent / teacher meeting which gives an outline of the curriculum the children will be following. In the past we have also held curriculum nights where the teachers explained the curriculum followed in greater detail, however, these nights tended to be poorly attended and we therefore reverted to the first parent / teacher meetings.


This year we will once again offer curriculum nights so that parents can get an overview and explanation of the curriculum being delivered to their children.


Our first Curriculum Night will be for the P1, P2 & P3 classes (R1, R2 & R3) and will be held on Tuesday 20th September at 7.00pm


Our P4 & P5 (R4 & R5) Curriculum Night will be on Tuesday 25th October and our P6 & P7 (R6 & R7) Curriculum Night will be held on Wednesday 26th October. Both meetings will begin at 7.00pm. Teachers will also discuss InCAS outcomes at these meetings.


We hope these meetings will provide our parents with a better understanding of the curriculum their children will be following over the 2011— 2012 school year.


Parents will also receive a copy of the Learning Plan for each year band. We will upload the Learning Plans on the “Classes” section of our school website.











Early Birds Club


The Early Birds Club will commence once again on Monday 5th September 2011 from 8.15am. The cost for the club is 50p per day. 


Please contact the office if you would like your child / children to attend the Early Birds club. The club is also open to children from the nursery school and the naiscoil. A classroom assistant will be available to escort the children to the nursery each morning.














Assemblies


We are once again inviting parents to attend our Key Stage assemblies on Friday mornings at 9.10am.


Our Assemblies are very special occasions and the children take great delight in performing their assembly for everyone. In addition to this, our Star Pupils receive their awards and commendations. We are sure the presence of parents will add to the overall sense of achievement for all the children concerned.


If you are free on the Friday when your child’s class is presenting the assembly we would be very happy to see you there!











School Barrier


The barrier at the top of the school driveway will be closed each morning from 8.45am—9.30am. It will also be closed as the children leave the school at 2.00pm and 3.00pm. This is to ensure the safety of children, parents and grandparents at school opening and closing times. 


All parents are asked to always use the church carpark.


Unfortunately it is not possible to open the second exit at the church carpark as cars leaving by this exit would compromise child safety.











Pupil information


If any parents changed their address, telephone number or other contact details recently, please contact the school so we can update our records. Updated mobile numbers are essential if you are to receive any of our school text alerts!











First Communion and Confirmation  DVDs are available from the office priced £5 each.











School Photographer


The photographer will visit the school on Tuesday 20th & Wednesday 21st September. 


(More details to follow!)














Questionnaire for Parents


Thank you to all the parents who completed and returned the parents’ questionnaire last June. We received over 150 responses. All the issues raised have been shared with staff and, where appropriate, steps have already been taken to address some of the issues raised.


Some of the issues raised were:


Star Pupil Awards


Curriculum Information


Homework


Expectations


Communication with parents


“Weekend” teddy bear


Car park


Special Education feedback


Accessibility/approachability of staff


Handling problems/issues


Your ideas for improvement have been identified to be considered for inclusion in our next school development plan.























Internet & Website


Children regularly have supervised access to the Internet in school and often photographs are published on our school website. www.stjohnthebaptist.org.uk


In line with Department of Education guidance we only upload photographs without names or names without photographs. Our school website is an excellent way of celebrating all that is good in our school.


If you do not wish your child to use the Internet or your child’s photograph to appear on our website please  inform us in writing. If we do not have any written requests we will assume that the school has your consent.


We also had a small number of parents who expressed concern on child protection grounds at other parents taking photographs during sports day. A recent ruling by the Office of the Information Commissioner has stated that the banning of taking photographs at sports days, school plays, assemblies etc is a misinterpretation of the law. Parents are therefore welcome to photograph their children on these occasions.











Charity


We will be fund raising for Barnardos  NI this term. A  representative from Barnardos will visit the school on Monday 19th September to talk to the children.


We will also be supporting Catherine Lyness as she runs the Dublin Marathon in October in aid of the Stephen Lyness Memorial Fund.


Please do your best to support these charities.











Healthy Break - Fruit and Milk


Fresh fruit is once again available at breaktime in our Healthy Eating Tuck Shop. Apples, bananas, oranges and pears are on sale at 10p per portion or 25p per whole fruit.


Subsidised milk is again available at a cost of £10 for the term. (P1—P5) All milk money should be paid to the school office by Friday 9th September at the latest








Monday Morning Mass


Each Monday morning a classes from a yearband (P4—7) will attend the morning Mass in St. John the Baptist Church.














St. John’s Fantasy League


Do you fancy yourself as a budding premier league manager? Could you top the tree like Fergie?


Why not log on to � HYPERLINK "http://www.fantasy.premierleague.com/" �www.fantasy.premierleague.com�, pick a team and join our league? 


The code number to join our league is: 


602784 -157882.











Assembly Rota for the Autumn Term


Friday 23rd Sept. 	Mr M. Hagan’s Class


Friday 30th Sept. 	Mrs Coleman’s Class


Friday 7th Oct.	Mrs McAlinden’s Class


Friday 14th Oct.	Miss McKinney’s Class


Friday  21st Oct.	Rang Inion Totten 


Friday  11th Nov.	Mrs Gorman’s Class


Friday 18th Nov.	Rang Bean Mhic Choinnigh


Friday 25th Nov.	Miss McGuinness’s Class


Friday 2nd Dec.	Rang Bean Uí Lorcain


Friday 9th Dec.	Mrs Beatty’s Class


Friday 16th Dec.	Mr Quinn’s Class





Assembly Rota for the Spring Term


Friday 13th Jan.	Mrs Collins’s Class


Friday 20th Jan.	Mr Guy’s Class


Friday 27th Jan.	Mrs McStravick’s Class


Friday 3rd  Feb. 	Mrs Breen’s Class


Friday  10th Feb.	Mr Magee’s Class


Friday  24th Feb.	Mrs Coleman’s Class


Friday 2nd Mar.	Mrs McAlinden’s Class


Friday 9th Mar.	Mr P. Hagan’s Class


Friday 23rd Mar.	Rang Inion Totten


Friday 30th Mar.	Mrs Gorman’s Class





Assembly Rota for the Summer Term


Friday 20th April	Mr M. Hagan’s Class


Friday 27th April	Miss McGuinness’s Class


Friday 4th May		Rang Bean Uí Lorcain


Friday 11th  May 	Miss McKinney’s Class


Friday  18th May	Mr Quinn’s Class


Friday  25th May	Mrs Collins’s Class


Friday 1st June		Mrs Beatty’s Class


Friday 8th June 	Mrs McStravick’s Class


Friday 15th June 	Mrs Breen’s Class


Wed. 27th June 	P7 Final Assembly























Star Pupil Awards


Following feedback from parents on our Star Pupil Awards there will be some changes to the awards this year. As you may recall, in the past each teacher nominated a Star boy and a Star girl for each Key Stage Assembly. Two years ago we moved to awarding only one pupil  from each class and introduced the reading of the class teacher’s commendations. Last year we introduced a Foundation Stage Assembly for the first time. The implications of these changes meant that there were only 9-10 opportunities in the school year to win a Star Pupil Award. In one sense the awards have become more meaningful to the children and therefore more coveted and that is a positive development. However, the younger children in particular, have difficulty understanding this and can feel that they are less worthy than the award winners. This was obviously never our intention and we will therefore move to ensure that all children in the Primary 1 to 4 classes receive the Star Pupil Award at least once each year.





We will also make a clear focus for the awarding of the Star Pupil badges in the weeks before each assembly. For example, our focus might be “good manners” or “good effort” or perhaps “kindness” or “helpfulness”, or maybe “punctuality”. There will be a shared theme each month that all the children will be made aware of.





We believe that the older children should realise that rewards and awards will not be given as of right, but must be earned. Awards that are too easily given are meaningless. We therefore hope that all the older children will aspire to earn the Star Pupil Awards and we will ensure that real and genuine effort receives real and genuine reward. We hope parents understand and approve of these changes.














